For Immediate Release:

Atlanta, GA, Oct 1, 2009 – November 12, 2009 The Swan Coach House Gallery and the Forward Arts Foundation is honored to present the work of native Atlantan, Jeannette Montgomery Barron, during the much-celebrated Atlanta Celebrates Photography Festival. 

In her series, My Mother’s Clothes, Montgomery Barron has created a moving tribute to her mother, Eleanor Montgomery Atuk, who was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease in 2002 and from which she later died in 2007. As she coped with her mother’s illness, Montgomery Barron created a tender portrait by capturing photographs of clothes, shoes, old date books and other objects important in her mother’s refined life in Atlanta. 

“I suppose this project started as my way of coping with the loss of one part of my mother, her memory, then the loss of my mother. It has helped me understand and appreciate her more, thankfully. Ultimately, this project is a love letter to her- Eleanor Wilhelmina Morgan Montgomery Atuk.”

As her mother looked at the photographs, her memories from the past were sparked. “We Did a lot of Dancing”, “This is The Really Good One”, “Very Plus”, and other endearing phrases and quotes became titles of some of the images in the series. Creating a visual memory and homage to her mother, Montgomery Barron’s work is both captivating in imagery as well as in poetic reverie; at the same time it is also poignant and elegant. 

This collaboration with the Swan Coach House Gallery provides a glimpse into a lifestyle that was graceful and classic and the photographs represent an era in Atlanta society when a woman’s social life revolved around family and home. My Mother’s Clothes has been curated by Marianne Lambert and sponsored by Nena Griffith and Nancy Hooff. 

Montgomery Barron studied at the International Center of Photography in New York. She became known for her portraits of the New York art world in the 1980s, which were later published in Jeannette Montgomery Barron (1989), by Edition Bruno Bischofberger. In addition, a collection of her still life photographs entitled Photographs and Poems, a collaboration with Pulitzer Prize winning poet Jorie Graham, was published in 1998. Mirrors was published in 2004 and includes a text by celebrated author Edmund White. Her works are in numerous public and corporate collections, including The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, The High Museum of Art, Atlanta, Kunsthaus Zurich and The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh. Jeannette Montgomery Barron lives in Rome, Italy and Connecticut with her husband and their two children. 

The Swan Coach House is administered by The Forward Arts Foundation which supports the visual arts community in Atlanta. For more information, please contact gallery@swancoachhouse.com
Jeannette Montgomery Barron is represented by Jackson Fine Art, Atlanta www.jacksonfineart.com
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