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Late Charlottesville Matron Honored in book My Mother’s Clothes
CHARLOTTESVILLE, GEORGIA—Jeannette Montgomery Barron, author and photographer of My Mother’s Clothes, will visit Charlottesville (April 20-21, 2010) during her national book tour.  The book honors the life of Eleanor Morgan Montgomery Atuk and her love of fashion.  Eleanor spent her last 20 years in the Charlottesville area where she became involved with Focus Women’s Resource Center, an organization devoted to the assistance of abused women and was a founding member of Gardens For Peace.  
“We are thrilled that Jeannette has shared her lovely book of memories of her mother Eleanor with the Charlottesville community where Eleanor once lived,” said Sue Friedman, president and CEO of the Alzheimer’s Association of Central and Western Virginia.   “My Mother’s Clothes serves as a reminder that many people with Alzheimer’s still have important stories to tell."
She will be featured in two events during her stay—a benefit fashion show for the local Alzheimer’s Association on April 20th at 6 p.m. at Levy’s, 2120 Barracks Rd.  Tickets can be purchased through the Alzheimer’s Association by phone 434-973-6122 or by email to lisa.ferrari@alz.org 
The following day, Carol Troxell owner of the New Dominion Bookshop (404 E. Main St.) will host a book signing from 11:30 – 1:00p.m.  Barron will read excerpts from her book as well as sign a copy with purchase.  
Through her photos and narrative in My Mother’s Clothes, to be released this spring, Barron chronicles the important role of her mother’s devotion to designer fashion in preserving a link to her memories even as she descended into the confusion of Alzheimer’s. 

For five years, author Barron witnessed her mother’s suffering.  As they struggled for common ground, she found this unique way to spark her mother’s memory and cope with her own sense of loss.  Through this journey of self-discovery, Barron attempted to create a portrait of her late mother through still life images of her cherished clothing, shoes, and personal possessions.  

 “With its emotional link to fashion, women who love clothing will love this book,” according to Lena Tabori, CEO of Welcome Books, the book’s publisher.  
Working with the Alzheimer’s Association in the additional cities, the My Mother’s Clothes book tour is intended to raise awareness about the disease.  Her remarks will highlight the creativity “caretakers” use to cope with the challenges of looking after loved ones with memory loss. Barron’s book shows how their efforts to preserve the dazzling memories can enrich caregiver and care recipient alike.
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My Mother’s Clothes










On sale May 2010, My Mother’s Clothes photographer and author Jeannette Montgomery Barron creates an inspiring and true story about the connection between fashion and memory.   For five years, Barron witnessed her mother’s suffering from Alzheimer’s.  Barron’s mother Eleanor had an undying love for clothing from high-end designers.  As her mother started to fade, Barron began a unique visual album as a way of both sparking her mother’s memories and coping with her own sense of loss.  My Mother’s Clothes is part fashion diary, part personal memoir, part loving memory, and part life celebration.  A story which can be cherished by those grieving the loss of a loved one, and especially by fashion lovers and photography fans.  
The book features an introduction by former Arts Editor at British Vogue, Patrick Kinmouth and preface by private art dealer and New York Times bestselling author, James D. Barron who is married to Jeannette. 

For complete information on the tour and My Mother’s Clothes (April; $24.95, Welcome Books, ISBN 978-1-59962-077-0) www.welcomebooks.com/mymothersclothes.   

